
1996 JOSEPH FAMILY REUNION HIGHLIGHTS (Rochester, NY) 

The 12th Annual Joseph Family Reunion was held in Rochester, NY from July 18-21, 1996.  The 

hosts were Will Batiste (a descendent of Celestine Joseph), his wife Shirley and their daughter 

Denise.  The reunion committee was comprised of the families of Richard Batiste, Sr., Mose 

Batiste, Jr. and Kathy Batiste-Kirven.  One hundred and ninety relatives attended.  It was the 

first time the reunion was expanded to a four-day celebration.   The host hotel was the Holiday 

Inn located along the historic Genesee River in Downtown Rochester.   

Relatives traveled from across the country to attend the first Joseph Family Reunion held in 

New York State.  About 50 relatives even boarded a chartered bus in Opelousas, LA for the trip.  

July temperatures in Rochester are in the mid-70’s which was a welcomed change for family 

members who traveled from hotter, more humid climates.  

Some relatives arrived early and made the five hour drive from Rochester to New York City to 

take in the beauty of New York State and do some shopping and site-seeing in the Big Apple.  

Will, Shirley and Denise formed an impromptu cheering committee and greeted relatives 

Thursday afternoon at the Rochester Airport.  They personally welcomed dozens of family 

members to the city with a Joseph Family Reunion banner and lots of hugs.  

The festivities officially began Thursday night with a “Meet and Greet” in the Hospitality Suite 

of the hotel accompanied by Buffalo wings, pizza, music and refreshments.  The glassed-in high-

level suite offered visitors a panoramic view of Rochester at sunset.    

It was here that family members signed in and picked up their nametags, gift bags and shirts.  

Logo-embroidered polo shirts were introduced for the first time at this reunion.  Will Batiste 

worked with a promotional item company to create a family crest logo for the 1996 Joseph 

Family Reunion.   That crest has been designated as the Official Joseph Family Reunion logo and 

is still widely used by our reunion committees today.    

Shirley and Denise Batiste worked with several companies to solicit items to include in the gift 

bags.  The “I Love NY” bags contained water bottles decorated with a Rochester logo, magnets, 

tourism brochures and souvenirs from the Rochester Red Wings (baseball team).  The bags also 

included a reunion program book.  Will Batiste worked with a local artist (David Haygood) to 

design the cover of the book which displayed the locations of the eleven previous reunions. The 

book contained a schedule of events, our family history, pictures of the reunion committee, our 

family tree and photographs of ancestors.  Will Batiste worked with a local restoration company 

to get old photographs of Papa Jules and Lily Veazie restored and included in the program book.   



Friday was “Get to Know Rochester Day”.  The activities started with a buffet-style luncheon at 

the hotel.  Rochester Mayor William A. Johnson, Jr. gave a speech to welcome our family to his 

city.  A speech was also given by a family member – Mayor John Joseph – Opelousas’ first 

elected African-American Mayor.  During the luncheon, we sold raffle tickets to benefit the 

Joseph Family Reunion Scholarship Fund.  The lucky winner was Roy Batiste from Eunice, LA.  

After lunch, the group walked across the outdoor bridge to have a group photograph taken 

along the Genesee River by a professional photographer hired by Will Batiste.  

About 50 relatives took a half-day bus tour around Rochester.  They saw the University of 

Rochester, Charlotte Beach at Lake Ontario, Durand Eastman Beach, the George Eastman House 

and the mansions on East Avenue.  They enjoyed a picture-taking stop at Highland Park next to 

the statue of Frederick Douglass.  They also drove by Eastman Kodak, Xerox and IBM.  New York 

State is well-known for its many vineyards, so the hosts scheduled a winery tour and tasting 

session at the scenic Casa Larga Vineyards.   

After the tour, relatives enjoyed free-time before venturing over to the Historic High Falls area 

of Downtown Rochester.   They had dinner on the large outdoor patio while watching a laser-

light show on the banks of the waterfalls.   

The Joseph Family Reunion hit the road early Saturday morning to do some serious site-seeing.  

Family members were given a choice of taking a bus tour to Niagara Falls, Canada (90 minutes 

from Rochester) or taking a bus tour to Toronto, Canada (three hours from Rochester) with a 

stop at Niagara Falls on the way home.  It was the first time the Joseph Family Reunion had 

traveled as a group outside the United States.  The Niagara Falls group enjoyed the sites and 

sounds of the falls and took many photographs.  The group that went to Toronto enjoyed 

shopping at the famous Eaton Centre, eating and site-seeing in the downtown area.   

On Sunday morning, Reverend Frederick Jefferson of Rochester delivered the sermon at the 

church service at the hotel.  

In addition to the scheduled events, family members enjoyed cookouts at the reunion 

committee members’ homes throughout the reunion weekend.     

 


